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The Foundation Years

The frst mention of bood caille used for strection of smudents
al the Umversily of Nebraska was aboui 1874 according 1o Pro-
fossor Wm. |. Looflel's written history of “Animal Husbandry
Through the Years ol tho Univorsity of Nobraska.” While the
Umivorsity was founded in 1869, and the Gallage of Agrivulture
wii ostablished i 1872, it waan'i until 1874 that the “college
farm” was purchased at (he carrent location of the UNL Eas|
Campas for $58 per acre.  Some livestock was mainfained on
the callege lorm during the yoears 1ATS (o 1830, but the munbos
was quite small. The Board of Begents established the Depart-
e of Anumal Husbandry o 1898 and B, A Burnett wis hired
1o be the Hoad of the Depariment in 1858. Burnott had only
iwo laculty members in his fedgling depardmend tha fixsd
yaar, Professor C.H. Elmendor! and Fraolesgor HE. Smith,  Bur-
neit’s firsl expondilure in 1880 was $1500 for the purchise of
Herelord satlle 16 be used in fooding exporiments.  Major ac-
tivitios of the Dopartment in 1858 were: erecling sheds {or the
watile in {eeding expenments, mainienance of horees io pro-
duce serum used in hog cholera exporiments and distmbution
of 33,000 doses of Llacklng vaccine furnished by the fedaral

govornman

Voo Clilbimann Skoey

The number ol sludents in the Dopartment of Animal Hus-
bandry in the early years was probably quite small s {here
wore only 66 studenta i the Colloge of Agriculiure in 1800
50, the Departmen of Antmal Hushandry necded to gam rec-
ognition in order to attract sindents and Professor H R, Smith
wan progentod with just such an opporiunity, While making =
study of foeding practices lollowed by Nebraska feedors in
March of 1903, Smith spoited a blue Toan steey in the foedlot of
& Mr. Murphy at Vesia thay had “an espechally broad back and
deop ull quarter ™ Smith had ne authonty 1o buy the stear,
bul he was so impressed that he booght the stesr on the spat
ler § cenis per pound for use by the stndents in Animal His-
bandry. The sleer was named "Challenger™ and was sxhib-
lied i Novesmber of 1903 at ihe International Livesiock Exhibi-
fiom in Chicage where He was nemed the Grand Champaon
Challonger was a 1700 pound orosshred steer of Herelord,
Sharthorn and . Holslsin breeding and sold st Chicago for 28
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cants por pound. Challenger created quibe & sty and much
favorable publicity for the University of Nebraska and iha De-
pariment of Animal Husbandry, Ho was mounted for exhibi-
fion ai the 1804 Lonisiana Purchase Exposition (World s Faic) in
81, Louls snd was subsequently returnod 10 Lincoln where e
was usad a8 a classroom modael in Andmal Husbandry wntil de-

stroyod by fira in 1831,

Thie Purebred Teaching Herds Develop

Soveral histoncal accounts refor o pumobrod heods of Angus,
Shorthorn and Herelord caille al the University as early s
1800, bt those were Hieely only a few cows of esch breed. I |a
likely ihe firsi purebrod Angus bull used was ihe bull Bugles
(AAA rog & B4148) purchased froom WA MeHenry in Qlinods
and used in the University herd from 808 throogh 1809, Duar-
ing the time period from 1808 {when the first livestock jidging
tesnm compated) amiil World War lin 1818, the purebroed hards
expanded in number, The emphasis during this fime period
was io use ihe purebred herds to produce steers of the "ideal
type" lor ose as

models in class-
room avaluation
ihin  fmRmng  of
iha livestock
judging  teams
and bresding of
stoers lor exhibi-
tion in the ahow
mng. Purebred
Angus  =leers
wore shown sue-
cessfully a1 ihe

: Flrad Piupe Anpis Hind, 1906 Malional YWasbem
ELLT:;TLEI'E Livesbock Stow, Dairver. Al sived By Banygon Jm
Shpar on fi s College Benyon 18] Grind Cham-
and . 1811 Al-fpion fve and cocass shows. Exhibitne by Uini-
though records | sermsity of Maobrasks
ol inveantory dur- ————— :
ing this period are skolchy, it appenrs only about 20 to 26 cowa
of ciach of the three breeds were mainiained on the college
larm.  In fact, Dean Burneil reporied only 100 head of besl
cattle on inmventory n 1820




Historical  nc-| "l
counts  indicate '
the devoloprmest
of o purebred
bovds  accalor-
wied in 1821 with
the puschags of a
few  purebrod
Angus cows from
W, MeClung of |
Indianala.
MeClung's  herd | S T e 3 -
wad  rocognined | Comgn Kenyon meit by MU hordzman Charies Jonn.
as an excollant | sonin 1826 ai Denver Colocass. Howard Geamlie,
herd of Angus|'omof head of Animel Scions i nat ta Chiden
caltle. such dohimmod. Slanding far e is WL Bezzand, Juge of
evaluation' Hkily Crklaticrmma ARME Caollmpe

based mostly on ghow ring winmirgs; for pxample he ewnod a
mzler to Quoen Millie of Sundanceo, tha anly cow i be named
Inteynational Grand Champion femalo three times. Two years
lnter, M. McClung dispersed his entire Herd and the Univer-
sity bought “twe carloads of Angus cows snd one Angus bull *
included in this purchase was the MceGlung bred Angue bull
Kenyon 3" (AAA reg, 8 304475) who was 1o sire mmany catilo
that excelled in production and the show ring for fhe Univar-
sity. Kenyon 3''s most famous steer was College Kenyon who
was uncoassfully shown ot the International and was named
Grand Champion Steer and Grand Champion Carcass at the
1928 National Western Stock Show in Denver.
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T Shorthern herd also dates to 1900, Several ouisianding
Shorthorn cows were purchased, such as Blushing Beauty (ASA
rog. & 36887} beught in 1009 fram Ashbourne Farm, Alma,
Ashbourne Farm was owned by fAshion O, Shallenborgor who
wiag a prominont Shorthorn breeder for over 40 years and was
later to becoma Governor of Nebraska. The most notabla
Sherthorn purchase by the University was the bull Ashbourne
Standard (ASA reg. # 1TBT030) in Seprember 1934 for the
grand swm of 8300, Ashbowme Siandard was the Grand
Champion bull at the Nobragka State Fair judged by Professer
Howard |. Gramlich of the NU Department of Animal Hus-
bandry, Gramlich served as Livestook Jedging Team Cosch
{rom 1808 to 1820 and aa Department Hoad from 1817 o 1038,
Al the time of “Standard’s” purchase i 1034, the Universily
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Bhorthorn herd was only comprined of elght cows In
“Standard’s® firsl call erop was two stoers; Ringmanster and
Ashboume Orange. Fingmastor waz the Champion Shorthorn
plrer i Denver in 1837 and according to the accouni writlen
by Prof. Ray Thalman spon his ratiremont in 1841, “palitics
kepl him from tha grand championship.” The Denvor show
was boing judgod by ihe pre-eminend livestock judge af the
era, W.L. Blizzard of Oklahoma A & M College. Thalman wrole
that Blizzard “ussd as his cxcuse thal BEingmastor was sofl, bul
in fact Blizzard never got within 6 leet of the steer, lai alone
touching hm.* Ashbourns Orange alac had an nieresting
history, as he was shown by NU in Denver and Fonn Werth in
1837, but sines NU did not show ol Chieago at that time, e was
gold in Fort Wonh 1o Oklahoma A & M College.  Oklahoma A
& M .I.hﬂWEd " .',‘.:— =

him in the fal] s

ol 1837 and
he was tho i
Grand Cham- |
pinn steer &
the - Intema- CF

cleggy,

The firen B
Heseford bull
used in the
Universily !
hord wan Capped of Lakeaido

Beau Donald Munﬁ;-h:.m Hisrgd lErl 1151818
T by Boan
Mischiel bred in the famous Gudgell & Simpson herd in Indo-
pendence, Migsouri.  The foondalion cows of the Herslood
herd was @ cafload of cows and calves purchased in Denver
by Howard Graeilich in 182] from David Firm & Bons of La
Vita, Colorade. These cows wero largely descendents of the
foundation sires of the breed, Prince Doning and Beau Astey
and inciluded many oumsianding cows such ae Ruil Doming 7
[AHA reg, # 1478105), bred by Kinborling Brothors.  Many
promunent bolls of Pance Domino and Beau Artor breeding
followed such a8 Dandy Domine 113 [(AHA reg. # 1834488)
from the Banmng-Iewiz herd in Colorado and bought in Dan-
ver by Howard Gramlich in 183]. This bull was uzed in tha
Universily hord for five yoars then sald o the (L5, Range Live-
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slock Research Stahon al Miles Chty, Montana whero be was
used several years. Anolhier group of influsnllal Hereford
cows was purchased in 1839 and 1840 by Ray Thalman from
Samunl K. McKelvie of Valenting. MeKelvie wan luter to be
eloctod Coverner of Nebragkn The University Hereford herd
was in two linoa, the descendents of the cows purchased by
Cramlich formed the Astor Une and descondents of the cows
putchaned by Thalman formed the Bocalde line

Mr. Charles Johnson was the beef cattle hordsman from 1817
untll his retirement (a 1048, He was described as a treloss
worker thai did o very capable job of leeding, fitting and
showing the parebred catile in the college herd. Chartley
Johnson was succeeded by Ray Bohy who managed the Boel
EBarn in Lincoln for many years.

The Transition Years

Warld War Il {1841-1845) brought some majer changes as all
showing of cattle from University herds was discontinued and
thy purebred
herds wWore
shifted to  beaf
callle  beeading
resgarch in 18944
wdas the direc- gi5
thon of Dr, Marval i

Bakar Baker [}
slated in an nd- |
drens at Fort Rob-
imson  th 1080,

voling the pure-[=

coln 1o breetding | Chumpon Angus Stear, 1624 inemasonat Livesiock
ressarch  would | Expossive, Chicage. College Kenyon 18, sirod by
Faanryon. 3o g coftrkalt o i Hayrmaiked aemsa o

Laniciy Stition, Lincoin
ie ihe well-bamg :

ol the people of Nebraska than f they were mezely mamiained
in their Sunday clothes ” Nebraskas became one of (he original
cantributors to the North Central Regional Beef Cattle Breed-




g Project, kmown as NC-1, in 1847, Az a resull, complels
production records were kept on all three hords, bull calves
were individually fed in Lincoln from weaning to yearling time
and solections were based on adjusted weaning and yoarking
weights, daily gain and feed efficiency. Heifers were also se-
lected for weaning and yeatling woighta. Several locations in
tha Lincaln area were used lor pasture by the purebred herds.
The Havelock Experiamentil Farm was purchased n 1918 far
agronamis research but was found to be “loo rolling o pro-
doce pow cropa” g0 it was converied o pasiure and dsed by
the purebred hords and research project cattle until 1388
when all Animal Scionce livesiack were moved to the Agrioul-
turdl Research and Development Center (ARDC) near Moad
The Havelock Farm roughly corresponds to what is now Ma-
haney Park and Galf Course north of Adams streot hotween
70" and B4™ mn Lincoln.  Part of the Rogers Memorial Farm lo-
cated al 180™ and Adams cast of Lincoln was alse used for
grazing the purebrod hords from 1847 to 1988 An addilional
anit thal was used for grazing was the Burlington Farm located
wiest of the Burlingfon rail yards in wesi Lincaln, This 480 acre
tract in several pastures was not purchasod buot was leased
[rom the railroad in 1938 and oillizod until the lesse was relin-

quished i 1860,

The Universsty Horeford herd was transferred 1o the Fort Rob-
ingon Rescarch Station near Crawford in December of [958
The University Hereford cows joined other existing Heroford
cows a1 Fort Rab and formed the foundation of what was 10 be-
coma & classic selection line project under the direction of Dr.
Robexi M. Koch. These Herclord selection linos were moved
o the new U5, Moat Animal Rescarch Center (MARC) near
Clay Center in 1988 when Forl Reb was closed as a beef canle
research station.  As & result, the University did not maintain a
purebred Hereford herd at Lincoln from 1858 10 1066,

The record of movemant of the University Shorihors herd
not as clear as that lor the Heveford and Angus herds. Prol
Locliel's history of the Department of Animal Husbandry doos
rafer to two Shorthorn bulls being purchased i 1858 for use in
the University Shorthorn herd in Linceln.  Thus, the Shorthorn
cows in Lincoln were likely moved to Part Rob in 1857 as that
waw (e mitial yoar of the crossbreoding projoct there




In 1858 the Angus hoerd incresscd 1o 200 cows and was moved
to the Dalbey-Halleck Farm near Vieginia under the suparvi-
won of Prof Vimoe Aribasd. The Dalbey-Halleck Farm con-
sizts of 1120 acres of grass, including & section of palive prairie
grvan by Dwighi Dalbey of Beatries in 1945, The Dalbey sec-
tion was given with the understanding that il was nover 1o be
plowed.  Jfin additional 480 acres was purchesed with funds
from a gifl by the Hallock family of Hamilton County. From
1845 i 1850 the Dalbey-Halleck Farm was used for agronomlc
research, hay production and was leased for grazing, Vince
Arthand kept meticulous production records and enrolled the

Angus herd in the Angus Herd Improvemont Records (AHIR)

FHPE Angus brerd 3t e DalBey. Halls o Fuom, Virgnia

program in 1866, including prior records beginning in 1858,
Under ihe watchiul eye of Prol Arthaud, and with the help of
ihe AHIR progrim, the Angus herd made subaiantial improve-
munt in growih rate, lor example, the 205 day adjusted wean-
ing weight of bull calves incroased from 483 1h in 1858 10 516
Ib. in 1888, In 1868, all bu 28 purebred Angus heifer calves
and yearhings weye moved from the Dalboy-Halleck Farm 1o
the Meal Animal Research Centar (MARC) near Clay Center to
help form th base Angus cowherd for the Germ Plasm Evalua-
tion Project.  In exchange for 186 purebred Angus females 1o
MARC, the Univernity roceived 176 commeraal thres-yeat-old
Angus cows [or research and B0 purebred Hereford heiler
cabres that woro from lines (hat had beon develéped s Lincoln
ind Fort Rob and subsequently moved (o Clay Cenfer. Thus,




tha decision was made to maintain purebred Angus and Here-
ford herds of approscmuitily 80 cows each.

The new home for the Herelord herd was the Agncultural Re-
search and Dovelopmen! Center (ARDC) near Moad. This
»hew' Horeford herd was placed ender the supervision of Dr.
John Ward from 1868 until 1078; Beginning in 1878, the super-
wistan of the Harelord herd was assigned (o the suthor. The
Hereford hord was mamtained as a purebred herd until 1885
whan the decision was made o convert the Hereford herd 1o &
composite herd using the Horoford cows aa thie base. Subse-
guenily, Rod Angus, Gelbvieh and Simmental bulls have bean
used to prodiuce @ composie hord thal s loday approximately
5/ Rod Angus and 3/B Continontal breeding. The Red ver-
sion of this composiie was named Huskor Reds and the black
version became Husker Blacks. Some of the Rod Angus bulls
used wore. Boollack, PBC 35854 and Leachman bulls guch oy
Heavenly, Ladies Man, Heve, King Hob, None Widar, Grand
Canyosn, and Cheyenne, plus Buffale Creek bulls such as Dy-
namics, Chorekee Canyon and Romeo. Gelbvieh bulls used
were: My, Sensation, Polled Hockeye and High Plains PI.  Sim-
mental bulls used were: Loachman 600U, Caufitime, Black
Equalizer, Red Light, Bright Light and 3G Wally.

Early on & few Hoveford bulls wore sold provate treaty &3 year-
linge from 1970 through 1885 and occasionally a bull was en-
tored |n the No-
braika  Hire-
ford Showcase
sale  hald in )
parly spring a1
MNorth  Platte,
Tha Umversity
hosied the Neo
brazka  Hore-
ford Tonr In

P of
1881 af Mead
and included in
tha! display was
w small group af
cilves sired by | Wesning day 2003, Angus and ceniposile ieacting
Ll Dormine B10g | MIs ARDC, Mead

thad' drow a ot




of attention.  Subsequently, one of those calves, NU Domino
107, was antered n the Showesse sale and sold for the record

price of $30,000 16 B.T. Busll of Showvel Dot Ranch, Rose:

The firat Angus cows sold from the herd wers sold to a private
herd in 1871 and auction sales of surplus fomales were held in
1873, 1876 and 1876, A mmall number of bulls were sold pri-
vale treaty each year from the Angus herd. In 1878 Dr. Merlyn
Niglson assumed supervision of the purebred Angus herd a
the Dalbey-Hallock Farm along with & herd of commercial
eows develed to research on the elfect of milk level on effi-
ciency. Artificial ineemination was used sparingly, but sian-
ing in 1982 there was at least ono Al bull uned overy yoar The
[ hret Al bull uesed
| that had an impact
{on the hard was
dFa  Power Play
e who left numeraus
.'ﬂ daughters  and

o severdl good sons
fhat were nsad
patoural servies in

was naod more extensively in both the Angus and newly {orm-
ing commposite herd.  Some of the most fleentiial Angua bl
used from 1850 to the presenl ware: QAS Traveler23-4, Te-
hama Bande 155, Rite 2100 GDAR, Paramouni Ambush 2172,
Translormer 100 EAR, RE Regal 1458, and more recently SAF
Fame Connealy Dateline, Basin Moz 602C, Rite 818 angd Now

Diesmign 876
Beet Cattle Merchandising Class & Sale

The author tangght tha fiest Morchandiasing Class in the spning of
1884 with (ho goal of having siudenis work Uoough all the
Blepe necessary o manage 4 purabred boll sala inclodihg
planning the budget, holping with the data collection, design-
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ing the advervmng and sale catelog and conduching the sale
itanll, Guest spoakors nvalved in various aspects of gale man-
agement and prominent breeders share thair thoughis with the
plass. The firsl two zales in 18984 & 1935 wore hold at the Ball
Dovolopment area on the ARDC noar Moad.  Tems wors used
and tho sales were conducted az “write-in bid" ssles. Do ta
mmpredictable weather m Apnl, the shle was moved o the And-
mal Science Arena in Linoaln in 1898 and has bean held there
every year since.  The 18% Bull Sale will be Satrday, April 18,
2008, Numerous formals have beon used for the sale including
& "guiet auction,” bul currenily the formal is ihat of & conven-
tional auction  Approximately 35 yearling Amngus amd Com-
pogite bulls are offered sach year with ihe sale average vary-
ing weith marker conditiona.  The 2005 sale avoraged $2326 on
A8 ulls Evalusiions indicaie students ceramiy like tha
hands-on approach of the cliss whora thoy loarn by doing

2005 Beel cathe rmcctimdinimg caass 2005 Bl sais,
Apeil 186

Carrenily, all performance dafa on (he Angus hord is proc
essed (hrough the AHIR program to produce Expecied Prog
any Diferences (EFD's) on ill irats mcloding ulirasound car-
cass dais on all yearling bulls and hoifers,  The sdme diti o
the Husker Rod and Elack callle are processed through the
mulii-bresd program “Herdbandler” by the American Sim-
monial Asscoiation, Approximaiely 200 Teaching Herd o
malés are bred osch yoar and thon culled back to about 150
pairs post-calving. The 2005 Teaching Hord call crop s com-
posad of 80 Angus 80 Composite pairs.  About 2/3 of the
calves osach year are Al sired  Long-lime empleyess Karl




Moling and Joff Borgman are responsible for the managomomt
of the Tosching Herd m ARDC.

The goals of the Teaching Herd are 1o supply catile and com-
plete porformance records fo all Animal Science classos.
Solection applied within the herds is aimed al producmg prac-
tical, fexiile, functional eaitle of moderate mature sige and opti-
mum growth and carcass chamactonistics. Maintaining 4 teach-
ing herd of beel canle has served Animal Scisnce students
well for over a century, and will hopehilly de so for many
years into the foture.  'While the University currently dooes not
exhibii any catile in the show ring, we are glad 1o “show" ouy
catile in the pastare &l anylime,
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